 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:


The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One
who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:



‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that
you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who
call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to
be false; and you have perseverance and have endured for My
name’s sake, and have not grown weary. ‘But I have this against
you, that you have left your first love. ‘Therefore remember from
where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at
first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand
out of its place—unless you repent.

 Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer
walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. They are
darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness
of heart. They have become callous and have given
themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of
impurity. But that is not the way you learned Christ!—
assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in
him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old self, which
belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through
deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds,
and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in
true righteousness and holiness.

 Galatians 5:4 For if you are trying to make yourselves right
with God by keeping the law, you have been cut off from
Christ! You have fallen away from God's grace.
 Exodus 26:34 You shall put the mercy seat on the ark of the
testimony in the Most Holy Place.
 Numbers 7:89 And when Moses went into the tent of
meeting to speak with the LORD, he heard the voice
speaking to him from above the mercy seat that was on the
ark of the testimony, from between the two cherubim; and it
spoke to him.

 Believing that God doesn’t count our sins against us
 2 Corinthians 5:19 - …God was reconciling the world to
himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them.
And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation.
 Romans 3:23-25 - for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom
God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be
received by faith.



Romans 3:28 - For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.



Calvin - We

then conclude, etc. He now draws the main proposition, as one
that is incontrovertible, and adds an explanation. Justification by faith is
indeed made very clear, while works are expressly excluded. Hence, in
nothing do our adversaries labor more in the present day than in attempts
to blend faith with the merits of works. They indeed allow that man is
justified by faith; but not by faith alone; yea, they place the efficacy of
justification in love, though in words they ascribe it to faith. But Paul
affirms in this passage that justification is so gratuitous, that he makes it
quite evident, that it can by no means be associated with the merit of
works. Why he names the works of the law, I have already explained; and
I have also proved that it is quite absurd to confine them to ceremonies.
Frigid also is the gloss, that works are to be taken for those which are
outward, and done without the Spirit of Christ.



On the contrary, the word law that is added, means the same as though he
called them meritorious; for what is referred to is the reward promised in the
law. What, James says, that man is not justified by faith alone, but also by
works, does not at all militate against the preceding view. The reconciling of
the two views depends chiefly on the drift of the argument pursued by James.
For the question with him is not, how men attain righteousness before God,
but how they prove to others that they are justified, for his object was to
confute hypocrites, who vainly boasted that they had faith. Gross then is the
sophistry, not to admit that the word, to justify, is taken in a different sense by
James, from that in which it is used by Paul; for they handle different subjects.
The word, faith, is also no doubt capable of various meanings. These two
things must be taken to the account, before a correct judgment can be formed
on the point. We may learn from the context, that James meant no more than
that man is not made or proved to be just by a feigned or dead faith, and that
he must prove his righteousness by his works. See on this subject my
Institutes.

 Jericho
 David and Goliath
 Gideon and the Midianites
 Israel vs. the armies of Pharoah

