


  …Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you 
have given me, that they may be one, even as we are 
one.  

  I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will 
believe in me through their word, that they may all be 
one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that 
they also may be in us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me.  



  We are not united by individuals, but by Christ, who is not 
divided – 1 Corinthians 1:12,13 
  Some of  you are saying, "I am a follower of  Paul." Others are 

saying, "I follow Apollos," or "I follow Peter," or "I follow 
only Christ."    

  Has Christ been divided into factions? Was I, Paul, crucified 
for you? Were any of  you baptized in the name of  Paul? Of  
course not!    

  The world knows we are disciples by our love for one 
another – John 13:35 
  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if  you 

have love for one another.” 



  “Primarily, it is the saving work of  Christ that unites us.  
Secondarily, it is the essential doctrines that define 
orthodoxy. We have, as a common heritage, the blood of  
Christ that has been shed for the forgiveness of  our sins.”  
(Matt Slick – carm.org) 1 John 1:7 
  But if  we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of  Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin.   

  Love is the perfect bond of  unity – Colossians 3:14 
  And above all these put on love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony. 
  1 Corinthians 13   



  Secondary Issues 
  Worship 

  Styles 

  Days 
  Pre / Mid / Post Tribulation Rapture 
  Tongues 
  Skirt lengths 
  Bacon and wine avoidance 
  Age of  the Universe 
  Quantity of  makeup, jewelry 



  Unity hasn’t become a revelation yet 

  Unity for the sake of  unity which taints the pure gospel 

  Offenses and their improper handling 
  Matthew 18:15-17 

  “If  your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 
between you and him alone. If  he listens to you, you have 
gained your brother.  But if  he does not listen, take one or 
two others along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of  two or three witnesses.  If  he 
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if  he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector.  



  Absalom spirit (2 Samuel 13-18) 
  Absalom was an attractive son of  the king with a lot going for him (2 Samuel 

14:25) 
  Absalom is a self  promoter (2 Samuel 15:1) that built a monument to himself  (2 

Samuel 18:18) 
  Absalom operates on hidden agendas, strategies, and alliances.  He believes: 

  The authority is not to be trusted 

  The authority is incompetent 
  That he knows the right way to handle things 

  Absalom is rebellious and wants authority without purity of  heart.  Rebellion is as 
the sin of  witchcraft.   
  2 Thessalonians 2:7 - For the mystery of  lawlessness (that hidden principle of  

rebellion against constituted authority) is already at work in the world… (AMP) 
  1 Samuel 15:23a - Rebellion is as sinful as witchcraft, and stubbornness as bad as 

worshiping idols… 



  I know all the things you do — your love, your faith, your service, and your 
patient endurance. And I can see your constant improvement in all these 
things. But I have this complaint against you. You are permitting that 
woman — that Jezebel who calls herself a prophet — to lead my servants 
astray. She is encouraging them to worship idols, eat food offered to idols, 
and commit sexual sin. I gave her time to repent, but she would not turn 
away from her immorality. Therefore, I will throw her upon a sickbed, and 
she will suffer greatly with all who commit adultery with her, unless they turn 
away from all their evil deeds. I will strike her children dead. And all the 
churches will know that I am the one who searches out the thoughts and 
intentions of  every person. And I will give to each of  you whatever you 
deserve. But I also have a message for the rest of  you in Thyatira who have 
not followed this false teaching ('deeper truths,' as they call them — depths 
of  Satan, really). I will ask nothing more of you except that you hold tightly 
to what you have until I come. Revelation 2:19-25 NLT 



  At times, division is necessary to foster unity 
  1 Corinthians 11:19 - But, of  course, there must be divisions among you so that 

you who have God's approval will be recognized!    
  2 John 1:9-11 - Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching 

(doctrine – kjv) of  Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides in the teaching has 
both the Father and the Son.  If  anyone comes to you and does not bring this 
teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him any greeting, for whoever 
greets him takes part in his wicked works. 

  2 Thessalonians 3:6,14 - Now we command you, brothers, in the name of  our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any brother who is walking in idleness 
and not in accord with the tradition that you received from us. If  anyone does not 
obey what we say in this letter, take note of  that person, and have nothing to do 
with him, that he may be ashamed. 

  Titus 3:10,11 - As for a person who stirs up division (heretic – kjv), after warning 
him once and then twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a 
person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned. 



  Ephesians 4:3 - Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the 
Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace. 

  God has given us apostles, prophets, teachers etc… to equip us until 
we are fully mature and in unity.  Ephesians 4:10-13 - until we all 
attain to the unity of  the faith and of  the knowledge of  the Son of  
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of  the stature of  the 
fullness of  Christ,    

  Jesus sets forth the unity of  all people in Him as the inevitability. 
  Ephesians 1:10 - And this is the plan: At the right time he will unite all 

things under the authority of  Christ--everything in heaven and on earth.
   

  Colossians 1:20, Ephesians 2:16, Philippians 2:10, Isaiah 45:23, Romans 
14:11, John 17:20-23    


