


  He is to cast lots for the two goats—one lot for the 
Lord and the other for the scapegoat.  Aaron shall bring 
the goat whose lot falls to the Lord and sacrifice it for a 
sin offering.  But the goat chosen by lot as the 
scapegoat shall be presented alive before the Lord to be 
used for making atonement by sending it into the 
wilderness as a scapegoat. 



  “And when he has made an end of  atoning for the Holy 
Place and the tent of  meeting and the altar, he shall present 
the live goat.  And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the 
head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities 
of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all 
their sins. And he shall put them on the head of the goat 
and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of  a man 
who is in readiness.  The goat shall bear all their iniquities 
on itself  to a remote area, and he shall let the goat go free in 
the wilderness. 



  1.  Mimetic Desire – All of  our desires are borrowed from 
other people 

  2.  Mimetic Rivalry - all conflict originates in mimetic 
desire 

  3.  The scapegoat mechanism is the origin of  sacrifice and 
the foundation of  human culture, and religion was 
necessary in human evolution to control the violence that 
can come from mimetic rivalry 

  4.  The Bible reveals the three previous ideas and denounces 
the scapegoat mechanism. 



  For since the law has but a shadow of  the good things 
to come instead of  the true form of  these realities, it 
can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually 
offered every year, make perfect those who draw near.  
Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, 
since the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would 
no longer have any consciousness of  sins?  But in these 
sacrifices there is a reminder of  sins every year.  For it 
is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take 
away sins.   



  Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
  “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body have 

you prepared for me;  in burnt offerings and sin offerings you 
have taken no pleasure.  Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do 
your will, O God, as it is written of  me in the scroll of  the 
book.’” 

  When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure 
in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” - 
(these are offered according to the law), then he added, “Behold, I 
have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in order 
to establish the second.  And by that will we have been sanctified 
through the offering of  the body of  Jesus Christ once for all. 



  Psalm 40:6 - In sacrifice and offering you have not 
delighted, but you have given me an open ear. Burnt offering 
and sin offering you have not required. 

  Psalm 51:16 - You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would 
bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 

  Isaiah 1:11 - “What to me is the multitude of  your 
sacrifices? says the LORD; I have had enough of  burnt 
offerings of  rams and the fat of  well-fed beasts; I do not 
delight in the blood of  bulls, or of  lambs, or of  goats. 



  Genesis 37:31,32 - Then they took Joseph’s robe and 
slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood.  
And they sent the robe of  many colors and brought it 
to their father and said, “This we have found; please 
identify whether it is your son’s robe or not.”  

  The scapegoat mechanism is still in full effect, but 
keeps us in bondage 



  Luke 15:1,2 - Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing 
near to hear him.  And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, 
saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 
  Parable of  the lost sheep – leaves the 99 
  Parable of  the lost coin 

  The Original Word – 1 John 2:7,8 -  Dear friends, I am not writing 
you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the 
beginning. This old command is the message you have heard.  Yet 
I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in 
you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already 
shining. 



  Genesis 1:27,28 – So God created man in his own image, in the image 
of  God he created him;  male and female he created them.  And God 
blessed them... (Barak – to kneel, adore, praise, thank) 

  God designed you to be adored and loved 
  The only way to adore God is to reflect the adoration He gives You 

  You don’t give God any honor by putting yourself  down or telling him 
his children are rubbish (James 3:9,10, 1 John 1:7. Romans 15:7 - 
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 
praise to God.) 

  You don’t honor God by singing songs about “how low can I go” to lift 
You up 

  You can’t authentically adore God until you embrace his adoration of 
you  



  The Scapegoat in the Old Testament bore the sins of  
the community 

  Jesus shows by his resurrection that the scapegoat isn’t 
the problem 

  The Scapegoat mentality is alive and well today 

  The answer is found in (reflecting) Gods adoration of  
us (instead of  each other) 


