 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you.
If what you heard from the beginning abides in you,
then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father.

 Genesis 1:27,28 - So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them. And God blessed them.
 The word “blessed” is the Hebrew word “Barak”
 Barak - A primitive root; to kneel; by implication to
bless God (as an act of adoration), and (vice-versa) man
(as a benefit)

 The first documented conscious thought of mankind
was God kneeling in adoration of him

 1 John 2:7 - Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment,
but an old commandment that you had from the beginning. The
old commandment is the word that you have heard.
 1 John 3:11 - For this is the message that you have heard from the
beginning, that we should love one another.
 2 John 1:5,6 - And now I ask you, dear lady—not as though I
were writing you a new commandment, but the one we have
had from the beginning—that we love one another. And this is
love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is the
commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, so
that you should walk in it.

 John 12:49,50 - And this is love, that we walk according to his
commandments; this is the commandment, just as you have heard
from the beginning, so that you should walk in it. And I know that
his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the
Father has told me.”
 John 13:34, John 15:12 – this is my commandment – love one
another
 John 15:15 - I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not
know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to
you.


What was the Father teaching (by example) from the beginning?

 Passages on judgment –
 John 5:22 – the Father judges no one
 John 3:17 - God sent his Son into the world not to judge the
world, but to save the world through him.
 1 Timothy 4:9-11 God is the savior of all people
 Romans 5:18 – The cross leads to justification and life for all
men
 Romans 11:32 – God has bound all to disobedience so He can
have mercy on them all
 Lamentations 3:31 – No one is abandoned by the Lord
forever

 Homosexuality – Is it that homosexuality is a sin or that those
practicing it are forgiven?
 Adultery – Is it that Jesus considers it a sin or that he doesn’t
condemn those caught in it? (John 8:11)
 Sin that destroys the body (John 5) – Is the headline that people have
to stop sinning or that Jesus has forgiven them
 Pharisees (separatists) – Jesus condemns them in Matthew 23 – what
governs your headline?
 Separating the sheep from the goats – is the headline “judgment” or
“Jesus is aware of how we view and treat (judge) the least of these”

 John 5:36 - "I have testimony weightier than that of
John. For the works that the Father has given me to
finish--the very works that I am doing--testify that the
Father has sent me.
 John was the disciple whom Jesus loved – and was the
one who received the Revelation of Him



Philippians 4:8 - Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things.


Your first thought in response to whatever you encounter will shape the outcome






Trials and difficulties
Witnessing
Personal failures (sin, spending, relationships)

Guard Your Heart



Proverbs 4:23 Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.
Luke 6:45 - A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart,
and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the
mouth speaks what the heart is full of.

