
Contradictions 
Understanding The Bible 



2 Timothy 2:15 

  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. 



Dealing With Contradictions 

  Proverbs 28:14 - Blessed is the one who fears the LORD 
always, but whoever hardens his heart will fall into calamity. 

  Genesis 15:1 - After these things the word of the LORD came 
to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your 
reward shall be very great.” 

  James 4:8 - Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded. 

  Colossians 1:27 - To them God has chosen to make known 
among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which 
is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 



Principle 1. - Context 

  Romans 13:3 - For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, 
but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in 
authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his 
approval, 

  Proverbs 16:6 - Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned for; 
through the fear of the LORD evil is avoided. 

  Draw near to God – The Context of How? 
  Hebrews 7:19 - For the law never made anything perfect. But 

now we have confidence in a better hope, through which we 
draw near to God.  (Lamentations 3:57, Psalm 73:28) 

  Galatians 5:4 - You who are trying to be justified by the law 
(instead of hope) have been alienated from Christ; you have 
fallen away from grace. 



Principle 2. – The Word 

  John 5:39 - "You search the Scriptures because you think they give you 
eternal life. But the Scriptures point to me! 
  Is your confidence in your bible study or Christ? 
  What gets glory?  Your efforts or Christ? 
  Effort is the beginning, Christ is the end (of the law for righteousness Rom 10:4) 

  John 1:1 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  John 1:14 - The Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 
only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

  1 John 1:1 - We proclaim to you the one who existed from the 
beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw him with our own 
eyes and touched him with our own hands. He is the Word of life. 



Examples 

  Joshua 24:15 -But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then 
choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, 
we will serve the LORD." 

  John 15:16 - You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you so that you might go and bear fruit--fruit that will last--and so that 
whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 

  Psalm 105:4 - Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence 
continually!  Matthew 6:33 - But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, 

  Romans 3:11 - there is no one who understands; there is no one who 
seeks God.  (Luke 17:21 - the kingdom of God is within you.  Philippians 
3:12 – Jesus took hold of me / apprehended me…) 



Freedom 

  Galatians 5:1 - So Christ has truly set us free. Now make 
sure that you stay free, and don't get tied up again in 
slavery to the law. 
  If you feel distant from God – hope, not effort, enables us to 

see Christ in us 
  If you find yourself striving to please God, take a moment to 

rest in His pleasure with the finished works of Christ – which 
made you blameless, changed your nature, and made truly 
good works (for which you were created) possible 

  Avoid the tree of knowledge of good and evil, feast from the 
tree of life 


