Church
The Ekklesia

Matthew 16:18
 Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means 'rock'),
and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the
powers of hell will not conquer it.

Peters Confession – Matthew 16
 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi,
he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I
the Son of man am? They replied, "Some say John the
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one
of the prophets.” "But what about you?" he asked. "Who
do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, "You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied,
"Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not
revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in
heaven.

What Is Your Confession?
 1 John 4:15-17 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of
God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have
come to know and to believe the love that God has for
us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him. By this is love perfected
with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of
judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world.
 1 John 3:1 - See what great love the Father has lavished
on us, that we should be called children of God! And that
is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is
that it did not know him.

Our Origin
 Luke 3:38 - Kenan was the son of Enosh. Enosh was the
son of Seth. Seth was the son of Adam. Adam was the
son of God.
 Romans 8:16 - The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that
we are God's children.
 Hosea 1:10 - "Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the
seashore, which cannot be measured or counted. In the
place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,'
they will be called 'children of the living God.'

Back To The Beginning
 Isaiah 46:10 - I make known the end from the beginning,
from ancient times, what is still to come. I say, 'My
purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.’
 Isaiah 41:4 - Who has done this and carried it through,
calling forth the generations from the beginning? I, the
LORD--with the first of them and with the last--I am he.”
 Psalm 33:11 - But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever,
the purposes of his heart through all generations.

All the way back to the beginning
 1 John 2:24 - Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have
heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from
the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in
the Son, and in the Father.
 1 John 2:7 - Dear friends, I am not writing you a new
command but an old one, which you have had since the
beginning. This old command is the message you have
heard.
 Colossians 1:26,27 - the mystery that has been kept hidden
for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord's
people. To them God has chosen to make known among
the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory.

The Church And Who The Church Is
Addressing
 Matthew 16:17,18 - Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon
son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh
and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you
that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.
 2 John 1:1 - To the lady chosen by God and to her
children,…
 Isaiah 2:2 - In the last days the mountain of the LORD's
temple will be established as the highest of the
mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all
nations will stream to it.

Upon This Rock I’ll Build My Church
 Church = Ekklesia
 From a compound of ek and a derivative of kaleo; a calling
out…
 Ek - A primary preposition denoting origin
 Kaleo - bid, call forth, name, invite

 Gates of hell (Hades) will not prevail
 Hades - From a (as negative particle) and eido; properly,
unseen, i.e. "Hades" or the place (state) of departed souls -grave, hell.
 Eido - be aware, behold, consider, perceive

