


  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;  and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace. Of  the increase of  
his government and of peace there will be no end, on 
the throne of  David and over his kingdom, to establish 
it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore.  The zeal of  the 
LORD of  hosts will do this. 



  Leadership in the Kingdom of  Heaven is balanced between the 
weight of  government and peace.  Gods government proceeds 
peace 

  God has established authority in the earth through human vessels. 
  Romans 13:1-5  Let every person be subject to the governing 

authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 
those that exist have been instituted by God.  Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 

  Avoid both ditches – control and anarchy 



  Since we are humans being transformed into the image of  Christ, 
we are not infallible – we are vessels  

  Proper authority points to the source of  authority – God (Romans 
13) 

  Improper authority arrogates focus to itself, instead of  to God as 
the ultimate source of  authority 

  1 John 2:27 - But the anointing that you received from him abides 
in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But 
as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is 
no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him.  



  Matthew 23:1-12  Then Jesus said…, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ 
seat, so practice and observe whatever they tell you—but not what they do. For they 
preach, but do not practice.  They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on 
people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them with their finger.  
They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they…love the place of  honor at feasts 
and the best seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces and being called 
rabbi by others.  But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are 
all brothers.  And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in 
heaven.  Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ.  The 
greatest among you shall be your servant.  Whoever exalts himself  will be humbled,.. 
whoever humbles himself  will be exalted. 

  (Barnes commentary)  …Neither of  these commands forbids us to give proper titles of  
civil office to men, or to render them the honor belonging to their station, Matthew 
22:21; Romans 13:7; 1 Peter 2:17. They prohibit the disciples of  Jesus from seeking or 
receiving mere empty titles, producing distinctions among themselves, implying 
authority to control the opinions and conduct of  others, and claiming that others should 
acknowledge them to be superior to them. 



  Matthew 28:19,20 - Go therefore and make disciples of  all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father and of  
the Son and of  the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of  the age.” 

  Proper discipleship leads the nations to become the disciples 
of  Christ, not his ambassadors (John 1:35-37) 
   The next day again John was standing with two of  his 

disciples, and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, 
“Behold, the Lamb of  God!”  The two disciples heard him say 
this, and they followed Jesus.  



  John 9:28 – The man healed from blindness by Jesus gets confronted by the 
Pharisees 
  And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of  

Moses.  

  Luke 7:19 – The disciples of  John 
  John, calling two of  his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are 

you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”  
  When they left they were referred to as “John’s Messengers” (vs. 24) 

  2 Kings 4:1 - One of  the wives of  a disciple of  the prophets called to Elisha, "Sir, 
my husband is dead! You know how he feared the LORD. Now a creditor has 
come to take my two children as slaves.”  PANIC!!! 

  Luke 5:33 - And they said to him, “The disciples of  John fast often and offer 
prayers, and so do the disciples of  the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink.” 



  Increase Joy – 2 Corinthians 1:24 - that does not mean we 
want to dominate you by telling you how to put your faith 
into practice. We want to work together with you so you will 
be full of  joy, for it is by your own faith that you stand firm. 

  Equipping for ministry – Ephesians 4:11,12 - And he gave 
the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of  ministry, for 
building up the body of  Christ 

  The structure is meant to serve the body, not the other way 
around. 



  Party at the Townsends! 


