 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love. This is how God
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only
Son into the world that we might live through him.
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our
sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another.

 Stoic / Epicurean philosophy




God / Gods are distant and aloof
Either cannot or do not become emotionally involved (Zephaniah 1:12)
Every religion in the world except authentic Christianity


Daniel 2:11 - The thing that the king asks is difficult, and no one can
show it to the king except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.”

 The One True Religion – Christianity




God sends His Son to make atonement and reconcile us to himself
Does God have a clue what it’s like to be you? (Job 10:4)
God does not avoid our mess to keep his peace intact


He is Peace (Isaiah 9:6, 2 Corinthians 13:11, Romans 15:33)

 Origin of the English word atonement is:
 At One (unity) –ment
 “ment” - a suffix of nouns, often concrete, denoting an
action or resulting state ( abridgment; refreshment ), a
product ( fragment ), or means ( ornament ).

 TWO IDEAS:
 1. God is not distant from you
 2. Gods union with you is not contingent

 Is God the Father like Jesus?
 Hebrews 1:1-3 - Long ago, at many times and in many ways,
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the
heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.
He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint
of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power.
 Job 42:7 - After the LORD had said these things to Job, he
said to Eliphaz the Temanite, "I am angry with you and your
two friends, because you have not spoken the truth about me,
as my servant Job has.

 In Christ is the fullness of the Godhead
 Colossians 2:9 - For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a
human body.
 Colossians 1:19,20 - For God was pleased to have all his

fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself
all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
 Colossians 1:21 - And you, that were sometime alienated and
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled



You can’t be intimate with alien
Likeness is the basis of intimacy

 The Godhead shows His fullest expression in a human body



You don’t have to pull someone out of their hell to introduce them to Christ



Ephesians 4:9,10 – (Now this expression, "He ascended," what does it mean
except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who
descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that
He might fill all things.)



Psalm 139:7,8 - Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from
thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell,
behold, thou art there.



Revelation 14:10 - he (who worships the beast) also will drink of the wine of
the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and
he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy
angels and in the presence of the Lamb.

 God does have a clue what it’s like to be you!
 The cross – the moment in which God himself
experiences what it feels like to seem God-forsaken.
 Psalm 22 - My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me? …For he has not despised or abhorred the affliction
of the afflicted, and he has not hidden his face from
him, but has heard, when he cried to him…They will
tell people yet to be born about his righteousness- that
he has finished it.

 God is not distant – He is in you (Colossians 1:27)
 God can relate to your circumstances no matter how
hellish they may be. He chose to be associated with the
victims.
 Religion relies on the lies of distance and delay
 2 Timothy 1:9 - He has saved us and called us to a holy
life--not because of anything we have done but because
of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us
in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time

